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Cooney, Caroline B.  Driver’s Ed.  Bantam Doubleday Dell.  1994.
A high school prank goes very wrong when a young mother is killed as a result of the prank.  This is the story of two young people who have to deal with the guilt and step up and take responsibility for their actions.
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Fleischman, John.  Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science.  Houghton Mifflin.  2002.

The story of a man who survived after a 13 lb. iron rod was shot through his head.  The story combines an examination of Gage’s accident with a history of brain research.
Giles, Gail.  Shattering Glass.  Simon Pulse.  2003.
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The leader of a band of bullies decides to ‘remake’ the school misfit into a would-be prom king until the misfit gains confidence and pushes his own agenda. This is when things go terribly wrong.
	Check out these websites for more books:

http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/ YoungAdult/male.html
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/ recreading/recommendedreading.htm

http://www.st-charles.lib.il.us/teens/ygadread.htm

http://www.ipl.org/div/teen/
	 It’s all about

 PLOT
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       June 21, 2006

	The books highlighted in this brochure are books that have a very strong plot.  Despite what we might think, a book does not need to be fiction in order for a strong plot to occur.

In addition, most of the authors highlighted in this brochure have several other excellent books that they have written.  If you find a book that you really like, try out other titles by that author.
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Walker, Sally M.  Secrets of a Civil War Submarine.  Carolrhoda Books.  2005.
This is the story of the creation of the Confederate submarine “H.L. Hunley”, famous for being the first sub to sink an enemy ship.  The sub never returned to port.  Walker discusses the discovery of the sub on the ocean floor and the process of raising it to glean more information on the events that caused the sub to sink.
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Hobbs, Will.  Downriver.  Bantam Doubleday Dell.  1991.
Eight kids are sent to an outdoor adventure camp to learn how to deal with and solve problems.  When the kids ditch their adult leader and decide to run the rapids of the Colorado River on their own, the real adventure begins.
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Jackson, Donna M.  The Bone Detectives.  Little, Brown. 1996.

An introduction for young readers into the world of forensics.  The story follows the identification of a woman through a skeleton and some decaying clothes.  In addition to identifying the victim, the police were also able to identify her killer.
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Korman, Gordon.  Son of the Mob.  Hyperion.  2002.
Vince is in high school and he is trying very hard to stay away from the family business - his father is a mob boss.  He finds this becomes especially difficult when he falls in love with the daughter of the FBI agent who is trying to bring down the mob.
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Newman, Leslea.  Fat Chance.  Putnam & Grosset Group,  1994.
A 13-year-old girl becomes obsessed with her weight.  The story is written in diary format and describes her journey from dieting to bulimia and her struggle to recover.
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Nixon, Joan Lowery.  The Other Side of Dark.  Laurel-Leaf.  1986.
Stacy awakes from a four-year coma following a gunshot wound.  The same intruder killed her mother and Stacy is the only witness.  She must remember the identity of the killer before he tries to silence her, again.  

Shusterman, Neal.  Downsiders.  Aladdin Paperbacks.  2001.  
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What really lies beneath the crowded city streets of New York City?  An underground community where the ‘downsiders’ live.  The ‘downsiders’ are forbidden to interact with the ‘topsiders’.  This is the story of what happens when the two worlds collide.    

                                                                                








